T•. CANADIAN HISTORICAL REVIEW
He devoted his time to interviewing the leading officials and other prominent men of New York state. Neither he nor O'Callaghan have much to say on this part of the story, but not so those refugees who were disgruntled by his opposition to raids. They promptly raised an outcry against consultations with strangers--a criti•cism that came ill from the future "physical force" party which was completely dominated by the Americans.
• Just what passed between Papineau and the political leaders of New York state is difficult to determine, but in view of his pre-rebellion certainty that American assistance would readily be given, •' we may feel certain that he asked for co-operation from New York. One story circulated by those who were angered by their exclusion from his counsels was that Papineau received offers from Generals Wool and Winfield Scott, but that, while he was hesitating, both these men were called into service by the United States government. General Wool's efforts to maintain peace on the border were attributed to anger at the rejection of his offer? But stories of this character received little credence outside a certain circle. Be that as it may, Papineau was soon convinced that the American authorities were determined to maintain peace. 4 As the year drew to a close, the utter collapse of the movement in both provinces could no longer be doubted. The Lower Canadians, scattered through Maine, Vermont, and New York, had to decide upon some course of action. Papineau was persuaded to meet such of the refugees as could assemble at the place of rendezvous, Middlebury, Vermont.
The meeting took place in January, 1838, but the exact date is uncertain. 5 Papineau and his friends opposed military •Prior to the rebellion, his letters to Roebuck, the agent of the Lower Canadian Assembly, in England, are full of his conviction that the United States was anxious to seize Canada and would support the provinces against Great Britain. 3Document In•dit, op. cit. Brien was completely in the confidence of the most radical refugees and had become a member of the Hunters' Lodges. His deposition was a great blow to the exiles; see Duvernay Papers, passim. 4papineau to Roebuck, Philadelphia, May 17, 1838, Public Archives, Roebuck Papers, vol. "Letters from Papineau to Roebuck."
•The evidence is fragmentary, but it is sufficient to establish that a meeting took place at Middlebury which resulted in a break among the refugees. Brien in his deposi-measures/ but the advocates of "physical force" led by Drs. •His constant opinion was that military action, unless supported by the United States, was madness. It subjected the habitant to reprisals from the soldiers and volunteers and endangered the prisoners. However, it was a principle with him not to denounce anyone who worked, however mistakenly, for the good of Canada.
Robert
•-Leader of the second rebellion.
-•One of the least reputable of the exiles. Before the rebellion he had been active in forcing the militia officers to resign their commissions. His efforts to "unmask Papineau" were regarded with disgust by his fellow plotters, who felt that his character would rob the "revelations" of their efficacy.
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